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Amer ica wi l l  come f rom the Zenai r
fac i l i ty  in  Richmond Hi l l ,  Ontar io ,
Canada. John Pickard, Zenair produc-
t ion manager for ki ts, was at the air-
show, closely inspecting the twins.
When Pickard, 6-feet-four- inches tal l
and weigh ing 210 pounds,  found that
he was just a l i t t le too tal l  and too hef-
ty to close the canopy, he commented,
"You can bet  that  l ' l l  bu i ld  one for
myself that 's big enough!" At six-feet-
two and 190 pounds - and relat ively
short-waisted I was able to shoe-
horn into the cockpit without a 'chute

and get the canopy closed, so when
one is  ava i lab le ,  I 'want  to  f ly  i t !

The French designer and both air-
show pi lots report l i t t le or no adverse
yaw when one engine is shut down.
This phenomenon is caused by the
close-in mounting of the engines to the
aircraft centerl ine and the propeller
sl ipstream as i t  is def lected by the large
canopy.  Colomban exp la ins:  "Th is

automatical ly creates an incidence on
the vert ical tai l  that compensates for
the asymetric thrust on one engine.

Single.engine rate of cl imb.is reported
at 180 f pm. At the t ime of the Oshkosh
demonstrat ions, the new homebuil ts
had notyet been stal led inverted. Pi lots
estimate an inverted stal l  speed with
f laps retracted of about 65 mph.

The French air show pi lots reported
that the CriCri is very. easy to f  ly. "Any

normal  p i lo t  can f  ly  i t  eas i ly .  There are
no bad habits," they explained. "Aero.

batics should be eipproached cautious-
ly so as not to exceed the redl ine
speed."

Dur ing the f  i rs t  f  l ights  o f  the Cr icket
in this country, there was some ques-
t ion of whether or not the FAA would
require a mult i-engine rat ing to f ly this
t iny  homebui l t .  The French p i lo ts  fe l t
that this addit ional rat ing would prob-
ably not be necessary, but they were
not sure. Zenair wi l l  have this minor
piece of paper work resolved before
the f  i rs t  k i ts  are sh ipped.

Designer Colomban, an ex-model air-
p lane fan,  des igned the Cr icket  as a
simple, easy-to-bui ld single-seater that
would car ry  180 pounds of  p i lo t  and 35

pounds of  fue l  w i th  e f f ic iency.  H is
original prototype was designed for
wood and fabric, but he soon. found
that sheet metal was more satisfactory.
When he was unable  to  f ind a  su i tab le
24-hp engine, he settled for the two
chainsaw powerp lants .

The fuselage is a simple "-square

box" made from sheet metal and
doublers. The cross-section is rec-
tangular  wi th  four  s ing le-curved panels
with r igid f  oam sti f feners that are
bl ind-r iveted to four angle members.
Loads from the wing, pi lot,  gear. and
engines are carr ied through bent metal
bulkheads. The rear section of the
fuselage has two straight sides bl ind-
riveted to two sheets with bent edges.
Or ig ina l  const ruct ion was wi th  Abdol
a lum inum b l i nd  r i ve t s .

The T-tai l  has two hinged bearings at
the t ip  o f  the f in  spar .  Const ruct ion is
out  o f  a  s ing le  p iece of  a luminum and
no tr im tab. The T-tai l  was selected to
avoid  damage in  ground handl ing,  for
ease in construction and to make the
aircraft easier to f i t  into i ts hangar-
t ra i le r .

The wing has a newly developed air-
f  oi l  with constant chord. There is
d ihedra l  o f  4  degrees and twis t  o f  1 .5

Power is provided by twin 12-hp Swedish snowmobile Valmet
engines, enabling the Cricket to have a 127-mph cruise.

lnside the Cricket cockpit, note the twin throttles at /eft and the
molded tuel tank under the pilot's legs. There is room for a single

radio under the panel.


