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supersonic  tes t ing o f  many a i rcra f  t ,
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Cuban e ight  wi th  the second sh ip  f  ly ing
inverted, a Cuban eight together with
an inverted crossover, an inverted rol l ,
slow rol l  in formation, f  l ight toward the
crowd with a crossover and a double
rol l  bv both aircraft.  Then the team
does a r ight-side-up/inverted close for-
mation where the t iny wingtip of the se-
cond Cricket is from three to f ive feet
from the T-tai l  of the lead aircraft.

"We don't recommend this for begin-
ners," explained Lelaie. "Low-speed, in-
ver ted f l ight  is  d i f f  icu l t  because of  the
l imi ted power .  We would l ike  a  l i t t le
more forward st ick to handle the vortex
from the lead aircraft.  Our teamwork
d i f fers  f rom the 'French Connect ion 'The Cricket's 160-pound empty weight makes it easy to move on the ground and load 
;;, that flies almost canopinto its trailer' The wings are detachable' 
canopy - we give ourserves a

type"  f laps increase wing area and negat ive,  but  that 's  the po in t  a t  which more room!"
reduce wing load ing f rom 11.2 to  e ight  the a i r f rame wi l l  b reak.  No permanent  The Cr iCr is  wl l l  f l y  inver ted
pounds/sq.ft . ,  producing a stal l  speed deformation takes place below 6 C's, definitely because of the two-c
of only 42 mph. so we make every effort not to exceed engines that combine fuel and

A compact  "hangar- t ra i le r "  is  par t  o f  5  C 's  in  our  shows."  through a membrane carburetor
the Cr icket  package.  Both d isp lay a i r -  Thei r  a i rshow rout ine inc ludes ra t io  o f  4O:1.  "You can f ly  a lon l
cra f t  were sh ipped to  Oshkosh aboard takeof f  a t65-70 mphwi th  a  c l imbof  80 ver ted jus tas long as you want  -
a  French 747,safe ly  encased in  the i r  5  x  mph.  They do a l l  f l ights  wi th  fu l l  fue l  you get  t i red o f  i t , "  exp la ined
131/z- foot  hangar- t ra i le rs .  The loaded four  to  s ix  ga l lons!  Usual ly  "Les Por thos. "
t ra i le r  weighs less than 500 pounds and Por thos"  take of f  dur ing a  lu l l  in  the The two demonst ra t ion Cr ic
is  complete ly  towable.  The t ra i lers  preceding act  and c l imbs to  a l t i tude were bu i l t  in  France by homebui l
were used each night at Oshkosh to away from the airport.  When i t  is their under approval of the French EAA
secure the t iny aircraft.  turn to come "on stage," they enter at Reseau du Sport de L'Air (RSA).

Le la ie 's  and Legrand 's  work  wi th  the 1300 feet ,  d ive to  155 mph ind icated The f i rs t  Cr icket  to  be bu i l t  in  N
French F l ight  Test  Center  inc ludes

models  o f  the t inv  homebui l t  in  demon- ffiffis t r a t i o n s . A c t u a l | y , t h e p a i r h a d o n | y 1 0 w j \ , . ' . \ : ' : l : ; . ' ' ' ] ' ; l . ' l ' ' ' . T ' . : i ] ] � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
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smoke system was planned, but the ffii *x;y1p1;;**i'',-.5, ,-V\\o^ r, l#'ti{i;\*r
pyrotechnics  cou ld  not  be a i r -sh ipped
along with the aircraf t .  !$,,  
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Claude Le la ie  is  34 and has 5000 :$r l , ;  . ' r  '
hours  o f  f  l ight  t ime,  whi le  Denis  :  +1 * t11

Legrand is four years younger and has u SriW*;; j ;
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l ightweight ,  t ipp ing the sca les a t  160
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expf ained Legrand. "The aircraft are Plans show the components of the Cricket (CriCri in French). The landing gear are
stressed for 9 C's positive and 4.5 C's fiberglass/epoxy laminations, and the wings are bonded.
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parachute attached. Top al lowable i t  ' la.s*: l -"". f  
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pilot the Cricket is 200 H-ffi'-'fnffiffi
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the ground and load


